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firs. Huntington (Anna Harris) Smith 
Founder — 1899. 


FIFTY YEARS of FRIENDSHIP 
TOWARD the FRIENDS of MAN 


ye 
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HIS IS THE STORY of a4 half-century of humane service to our fellow 

creatures of the animal world. It is a story of the sheltering of the 
homeless, the care of the afflicted, the finding of new homes for many 
mmm thowsands, the humane disposal of the unfit, the prevention of cruelty 
and the education of both children and adults in kindness toward and consideration 
for animal life. It is also the story of the development and growth of a great non-profit 
community enterprise. 
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@, Again, it is the story of a dauntless personality, the founder of the League, Mrs. 
Huntington {Anna Harris} Smith; and how this modest little woman’s persevering 
zeal overcame one obstacle after another; fully justified the cause for which she la- 
bored; and stimulated others far and wide to emulate her own shining example of 
creative good works. 


@ In this, our Golden Anniversary Year, we take particular pleasure in rendering 
to our members, friends, fellow humane societies and readers of Our Fourfooted 
Friends an account of our stewardship as a community service for the welfare of 
animals, 


@, This account, a comprehensive, illustrated narrative history, will be published 
serially iv four installments through the medium of Our Fourfooted Friends — 
March, June, September and December 1949. 


| In this issue appears certain highlights in humane history before the founding of 
the League, followed by an account of the valiant and successful efforts of Mrs. Smith 
and her loyal associates to establish the organization on a firm and useful foundation 
during the first decade of its existence. 


@, No words can adequately describe or pictures portray the trials and heartaches 
of those early years, but in the story of this and the succeeding decades our readers 
will, we trust, be impressed with the great extent and variety of the services the 
League has rendered, and be resolved to assist us in the special endeavor being made 
this year to increase memberships and to help us realize our practical aspirations for 
more extensive public service. 
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BEFORE] THE 


EFORE telling of the found- 
B ing of the Animal Rescue 
League of Boston in 1899, it may 
be well to give a brief synopsis 
of certain highlights in the his- 
tory of animal welfare. 

Man, it has been said, came 
into civilization on the back of 
a horse. To which we might 
well add — with a cow in tow, 
a dog running alongside and a 
cat probably crouching beside 
the first rude hearth. At any 
rate, the interrelationship —be- 
tween mankind and the animal 
kingdom has been 
continuous and of 
supreme  impor- 
tance to the human 
race. Noah’s Ark 


FOUNDING OF THE LEAGUE 


we read in Humane Society Lead- 
ers in America (Stillman-Cole- 
man) that: ‘“‘Animals were first 
recognized in the ethics of the 
Indian Aryans, probably through 
their acceptance of the doctrine 
of transmigration. Buddhism 
brought about a tender consid- 
eration of animals that has never 
been exceeded anywhere in the 
world. The early Persians were 
taught by the Zoroastrian Code 
to treat the brute creation with 
kindness. Even the teaching of 
Islam placed the rights of ani- 


appears to have 
been the first ani- 
mal shelter and, 
apart from the 
story, this Bibli- 
cal testimonial of 
Man’s need of ani- 
mals is the moral 
that strikes home. 

Man’s moral 
duty toward ani- 
mals has been en- 
joined from earliest 
recorded days, and 
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mals on a par with those re- 
quired by old Hebrew ethics. 
Seneca, Plutarch, Porphyry and 
other philosophers and poets 
pledged kindness to animals as 
a foundation for character build- 
ing. Early Christianity reacted 
from these progressive views be- 
cause of their pagan origin. Sub- 
human life was regarded as soul- 
less and to be treated as a vehicle 
by which man might achieve 
his selfish ends. Even the beauti- 
ful legend of animals that came 
from the hermit monks and the 

aesthetics of the 

middle ages did 

little to alleviate 

the hard lot levied 


ili Se upon the brute 


world.’ The exam- 


Need 


THE FIRST ANIMAL SHELTER 


eS a 


ples of St. Francis 
of Assisi, himself a 
friend to man, bird 
and beast during 
the thirteenth cen- 
tury through his 
‘*Rule of Exfe?* and 
others were thus as 
lights shining in the 
darkness which per- 
sisted until modern 
times. 
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NIMAL RESCUE 


In a quaint, narrow street it stands, 
But a short space apart 

From all the tumult and the roar 

Of the great city’s heart. 


Upon the sloping roof the doves 
Gather in numbers vast, 

While ‘round the entrance hungry birds 
Find many a sweet repast. 


Within its hospitable doors 
The homeless, sick, oppressed, 
Among man’s “‘little brothers’’ find 
Care, kindness, shelter — rest. 


And on its outer wall of brick, 
Where every passer-by 

Cannot help note the poignant words, 
This legend meets the eye: 


“T hold that man's religion vain" — 
The clear-cut letters read — 

“Whose very dog and cat are not 

The better for his creed." 


O little birds and homeless beasts, 
‘Tis you could surely tell 

Most truly, could ye speak, that here 
Sweet Love and Mercy dwell! 

Louella C. Poole 


f 


MASSACHUSETTS FIRST IN 
HUMANE LEGISLATION 


N ENGLAND in the 17th and 18th 
I centuries, where callousness to- 
ward both children and animals was 
widespread, a few enlightened indi- 
viduals were beginning to strive for 
Lord Erskine 
conducted the first debate in Parlia- 
ment in 1809, and in 1822 Richard 
Martin (termed ‘‘Humanity’? Mar- 


humane legislation. 


tin), a wealthy and humane-minded 
member of Parliament, succeeded in 
getting a law on the statute books. 
This was followed in 1824 by the 
formation of the Society for the Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Animals — the 
first permanent organization of its 
kind in the world. 

In Massachusetts, however, in 
1641 — no less than 181 years before 
‘Dick Martin’s Act’ — legislation 
for the prevention of cruelty to ani- 
mals was in force. It happened this 
way. 

Rev. Nathaniel Warde, who was 
born in Haverhill, England, in 1578, 
was graduated from Emmanuel Col- 
lege, Cambridge, studied and prac- 
ticed law and then entered the min- 
istry in 1618. In 1634 he came to 
Ipswich, Massachusetts, to be pastor 
there. In 1636 he resigned because of 
illness. ‘This same year the General 
Court had entreated a committee, 
headed by the Governor himself, ‘‘to 
make a draught of laws agreeable to 
the word of God which may be 
the Fundamentals of this Common- 
wealth.” Because of his combined 
legal and ministerial training, Warde 
was selected in 1639 to ‘“‘frame a 
model” for the still unachieved code 
of laws. His Code (known as ‘‘The 
Body of Liberties’’) was adopted with 
only minor changes; was enacted in 
1641, and is the foundation of the 
legislation of Massachusetts. In these 
‘*Capitall Laws” we find two remark- 
able sections dealing with animals as 


follows: 


4 


“Off the Bruite Creature” 

92. ‘*No man shall exercise any Tir- 
ranny or Crueltie towards any 
bruite creature which are usually 
kept for man’s use.”’ 

93.‘*If any man shall have occasion 
to leade or drive Cattel from place 
to place that is far of, so that they 
be weary, or hungry, or fall sick, 
or lambe, It shall be lawful to rest 
or refresh them for a competent 
time, in any open place that is 
not Corne, meadow, or inclosed 
for some peculiar use.”’ 

It is a privilege to record these en- 
lightened words of a great but little- 
known humanitarian and to stress 
that they were compiled as ‘‘Funda- 
mentals of this Commonwealth” 


and ‘‘agreeable to the word of God.” 


Three Important Societies Formed 

In 1823 the two greatest humani- 
tarians of the 19th century, Henry 
Bergh of New York and George 
Thorndike Angell of Massachusetts, 
were born within a month of each 
other. In 1866 Mr. Bergh founded 
The American Society for the Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Animals and 
headed this first organization of its 
kind in the country. In 1868 Mr. 
Angell determined that an animal 
welfare society should be formed 
in Massachusetts. Immediately re- 
sponding to his appeal, it is of inter- 
est to us to note that Mrs. William 
Appleton, the first Life Member of 
the League, came to his support with 


HENRY BERGH 


GEORGE T. ANGELL 


the signatures of over 90 of her 
friends who had agreed to be patrons 
of such an organization. The Massa- 
chusetts Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals was subsequently 
formed March 31, 1868, with Mr. 
Angell as its very able President who 
served with international distinction 
until his death in 1909. The Ameri- 
can Humane Association was formed 
in 1877 with both Bergh and Angell 
present and, again, Mrs. Appleton 
was an early financial backer. 


First Animal Shelters 


The first animal shelter in the 
United States was established in 
1874 by Miss Elizabeth Morris of 
Philadelphia, and in 1889 the first 
Rest Farm for Horses — Ryerss In- 
firmary — was opened, also in Phila- 
delphia. In both of these humane 
fields the Boston area was the second 
in which action was taken. Miss 
Harriet G. Bird, at this writing a 
director and former Secretary of the 
League, opened Red Acre Farm for 
Horses near South Acton. The need 
for such an establishment had been 
suggested in Mrs. Smith’s original 
project for the Animal Rescue League 
of Boston in 1899 and was subse- 


quently undertaken in 


1907 


separately 
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Birthplace of Anna Harris 


Anna Harris Smith — Founder of 
the League 

On July 23, 1843, a daughter was 
born to William Harris and his wife, 
Anna Larkin Clapp, in the Clapp 
ancestral mansion at 63 Pleasant 
Street, Dorchester, Mass. 

Christened Ann Sarah Harris, the 
future founder of the League chose 
to be known simply as ‘“‘Anna Har- 
ris.’ Very early in life she developed 
both a flair for music and a deep 
feeling for animals and nature. In her 
childhood days she showed a marked 
solicitude for animal life and often 
brought home an unfortunate dog or 
cat which she had encountered. Her 
father was a strict and religious man 
and the disciplinary and moral vir- 
tues inculcated in his daughter forti- 
fied her with a deep spiritual devo- 
tion to her great cause of later years. 
She completed her education at 
a Boston finishing school and_ be- 
came an accomplished musician. 
She taught music, gave informal re- 
citals with her brother Samuel, a 
talented violinist, and composed the 
music for several songs. 
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Huntington Smith 


In the old family home in 1884 
Anna Harris married Huntington 
Smith, destined to be her life partner 
in humane endeavor. Mr. Smith 
graduated from Dartmouth College 
in 1878 and the following year be- 
came literary editor of the Boston 
Traveler. He also was associate editor 
of the Literary World and in 1889 as- 
sumed the editorship of the Boston 
Beacon, later becoming its owner and 
publisher. 


Birth of the Term “Animal Rescue 
League” 


It was in the office of the Beacon 
that Mr. and Mrs. Smith evolved the 
term ‘‘Animal Rescue League”? now 
used by so many animal welfare or- 
ganizations. A series of incidents 
seem to have constituted the fuel 
which inflamed Mrs. Smith to essay 
the formation of the League. For ex- 
ample, one woman had _ deeply 
shocked Mrs. Smith by telling her 
that when one of her cats grew too 
ill to catch mice she would have it 


taken to the woods and dropped 
there. On another occasion she found 
a half-dead cat which she took into 
the nearest drugstore where she met 
with a refusal to chloroform the poor 
creature to take it out of its misery 
because the drugstore had no legal 
right to perform such an act. Conse- 
quently, Mrs. Smith purchased chlo- 
roform herself and humanely dis- 
posed of the cat. 

Besides such incidents as_ these, 
Mrs. Smith had become President of 
the Massachusetts Sunshine Society 
which was active in visiting poor peo- 
ple in tenement districts. Apart from 
matters of human misery, she was 
overwhelmed by the condition of the 
wretched animals she observed every- 
where. She often found children en- 
deavoring to succor animals in dis- 
tress as best they could. The oppor- 
tunity to improve public health 
through organized reduction of dis- 
eased animals also became a motivat- 
ing force urging her on. 
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HUNTINGTON SMITH 


THE FIRST DECADE 


Incorporation of the Animal Rescue League of Boston 


Determined to take action and af- 
ter consultation with George T. 
Angell and others, Mrs. Smith then 
wrote an important letter to the 
Boston Evening Transcript urging the 
establishment of an Animal Rescue 
League in the heart of Boston from 
which the generation of the League 
was effected. Mrs. Smith personally 
brought this letter to Edward H. 
Clement, literary editor of the 7ran- 
script, who was so impressed by the 
subject that he agreed to publish the 
letter and become a director of the 
League, so serving until his death 
in 1918. 

This letter bore immediate fruit, 
and 67 replies were received by Mrs. 
Smith which encouraged her to pub- 
lish another letter appointing a 
meeting of those interested. Promi- 
nent among these was Rev. John L. 
Withrow, D. D., rector of Boston’s 
famous Park Street Church. At his 
invitation the organization meeting 
was held in the vestry of the church 
February 9, 1899 and Dr. Withrow 
became one of its vice-presidents. 


Charter Purposes 


The ‘‘Animal Rescue League of 
Boston”’ (to state its legal title) began 
its career on that February day with 
110 members. On March 2, 1899 is 
recorded ‘“‘the first meeting of the 
subscribers to an agreement to associ- 
ate themselves with the intention to 
constitute a corporation” for the 
purpose of ‘‘the establishment of one or 
more refuges for and the rescue and relief 
of suffering or homeless animals and any 
other charitable or benevolent act for the 
welfare of animals.” 


March 13, 1899 


The actual date of incorporation 
was March 13, 1899 and it is this date 
which is officially commemorated as 
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the anniversary of the League. ‘The 
names of the twenty incorporators 
were as follows: George A. O. Ernst, 
John M. B. Churchill, Sr., Anna 
Harris Smith, John Lindsay With- 
row, Benjamin Redfern, Edward H. 
Clement, Nathan Haskell Dole, 
George H. Ellis, Medora Robbins 
Crosby, Julia E. Hilliard, Mrs. H. H. 
A. Beach, Helen Shaw Endicott, Na- 
than B. Wood, C. Wesselhoeft, Mrs. 
Henry A. Thomas, Mrs. Eldridge P. 
Jones, Walter E. C. Smith, Florence 
Churchill, R. Ashton Lawrence, Eva 
Cy Dix: 


First Headquarters Building 


At the first meeting of the Execu- 
tive Committee, held March 11 with 
Mrs. Smith as Chairman, considera- 
tion was given to suitable quarters 
for the infant organization. Number 
68 Carver Street, Boston, being found 
available on satisfactory terms, a 
year’s lease was arranged, renova- 
tions approved and on April 15 the 
League was in its first headquarters 
building. An agent had already been 
engaged to collect and dispose of an- 
imals, and with the new facilities the 
work increased daily so that a visiting 
veterinarian was soon found neces- 
sary. 


Public meeting 


A general meeting was held on 
May 23 at Park Street Church at 
which time a membership of 132 Ac- 
tive and 200 Associate was reported, 
together with receipts to date of 
$1,522.50. The first animal report 
was also given which showed 145 
animals cared for, including 5 dogs 
and 55 cats received from owners and 
17 stray dogs and 68 stray cats. The 
subject of Humane Education, both 
for children and for men handling 
horses, was also first discussed at this 


meeting. Then, during the summer, a 
woman superintendent who had been 
hired to receive visitors — of whom 
786 were recorded — took charge of 
classes of neighborhood children, 
giving them lessons in kindness to an- 
imals. The fall season saw the first 
official change when George H. Ellis 
resigned, both as a member of the 
Board and of the Executive Com- 
mittee, and was replaced in these 
capacities by Huntington Smith, who 
thereupon commenced his long and 
loyal afhliation with the League. 


First Year’s Activities 


The First Annual Meeting took 
place on February 6, 1900. President 
Ernst presided and said in part: 


“<The Animal Rescue League is one year 
old today, and we are gathered here to celebrate 
the event, to renew our allegiance to the cause, and 
to take fresh courage for the work still to be done. 
I have little doubt that a large part of those before 
me are already devoted heart and soul to the 
League, but I cannot help hoping that there may 
be some here who have not yet joined our ranks, 
but who may be induced to do so by what we have 
to say. A minister always feels better if he sees 
in his congregation, with the devotees, a few pos- 
sible converts. Soothing saints to sleep is pleasant 
enough work, but awakening sinners 1s more satis- 
factory and in the long run pays better. Much as 
we of the official staff love those of you who are 
members, we cannot forget that you have already 
paid your fees, and our hearts go out longingly to 
that vast army of non-members whose fees still 
remain to be collected.” 


Progress Reported 


In her address Mrs. Smith’ traced 
the beginnings of the League and 
then reported on the first year’s work 
which showed an increase in mem- 
bership from the original 110 to 654. 
Nine Life Members were recorded 
and 25 Junior Members. Out of 2,595 
dogs and cats received in the first 
year, 137 were placed in homes, and 
Mrs. Smith hastened to stress that 99 
out of 100 animals received were 
not in sound condition, thus in- 
controvertibly validating the need 
for the League and demonstrating 
necessarily 


why placements were 


limited. 
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68 Carver Street Corner of the First Cat Quarters 


Early Canine Visitors 


GEORGE A. O. ERNST 
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Country Annex and Home of Rest 
for Horses, Dedham, Mass. 


Continuing, Mrs. Smith empha- 
sized the need for a country annex 
to take care of the overflow of healthy 
small animals awaiting placement 
and first set forth the desirability of 
a ‘‘Home of Rest for Horses”’ outside 
the city, which became a reality 
when Pine Ridge was acquired in 
1907. It is pertinent to note that not 
only the welfare of horses, but also 
that of livestock and wildlife was con- 


sidered from the start. 

To state it simply, Mrs. Smith in- 
tended from the beginning to answer 
directly the call of distress of every 
animal within practical territorial 
limits when justified by circumstances 
and to help in the development of 
agencies in both near and far places 
toward the end that relief of suffering 
creatures would be prompt and effi- 
cient. 


MISS HARRIET G. BIRD 


First a vice-president, then a direc- 
tor of the Animal Rescue League of 
Boston and former Secretary, Miss 
Bird opened the first home of rest for 
horses in South Acton, Massachusetts, 
known as Red Acre Farm for Horses. 

She has also been instrumental in 
establishing new societies and assisting 
others throughout the country, the 
best known of which is probably the 
Merwin Memorial Free Clinic for 
Animals in Allston, Massachusetts. 
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Answering critics of the League 
who felt it had assumed work prop- 
erly belonging to the Massachusetts 
S.P.C.A., Mrs. Smith cited President 
Angell’s endorsement at the organiza- 
tion meeting. 


Treasurer's Report 


From the first treasurer’s report, 
we learn that between February 9, 
1899 and January 1, 1900 from all 
sources $3,046 was received. The 
total expenses were $1,746 and _ the 
new year started with a bank balance 


of $1,300. 


Mrs. Smith’s First Two Years as 
President 


The League was now thoroughly 
underway, but the year 1900 saw 
three major changes in the direction 
of its affairs. President Ernst declined 
re-election because of pressure of 
public duties and Treasurer J. M. B. 
Churchill passed away in July. Feb- 
ruary 5, 1901 Mrs. Smith was elected 
President and Livingston Cushing 
became Treasurer. Mrs. J. M. B. 
Churchill was made chairman of the 
newly organized entertainment com- 
mittee and became Secretary in 1902. 


Beach Work 


A feature of the year 1900, which 
has been continued ever since, was 
the work in visiting Greater Boston 
beach resorts during the early fall to 
collect stray and abandoned animals. 
Many notices were posted and hun- 
dreds of circulars distributed. The re- 
sults were most gratifying. 


Lectures and Leaflets 


Mrs. Smith started the humane 
work by giving short addresses in the 
summer of 1901 to vacation schools 
and clubs, using lantern slides for il- 
lustrations. She also wrote the first 
of a long series of children’s stories 
in leaflet form entitled ‘‘Harold’s 
Dream” in which a conclave of dogs 
and cats relate to Harold their trials 
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Drinking Fountain for Horses 


at the hands of people and prompt 
him to resolve to be more considerate 
of animals in the future. By 1903 no 
less than 44 titles were available, all 
the fruit of Mrs. Smith’s prolific 
mind and pen. 


Other Educational Activities 


This same year calendars were pre- 
pared and distributed, and also 
10,000 copies of the Annual Report. 
‘Reward of Merit’ cards for chil- 
dren’s kind deeds were issued, and at 
Christmas the first of a series of an- 
nual parties was held for employees, 


children and mothers of the neigh- 
borhood. 


Drinking Fountain for Horses 


Through the kindness of a donor, 
$350 was given for a drinking foun- 
tain for horses and this was erected in 
Hancock Square, Charlestown, bear- 
ing the League’s motto ‘‘Kindness 
Uplifts the World.” Also, two gifts of 
$2,500 each were pledged for a 
Horses Rest Home and Mrs. Smith 
again voiced her growing concern 
that the League should make better 
provision for needy horses. 


Ne) 


OUR ANNUAL FAIR — Since its inception in 1902 members and friends have made the most of the 
opportunity it affords to greet old friends and meet others whose interest in animal welfare prompts 
them to assist in financing our work. It constitutes our main effort to raise funds for general purposes. 


Two life-long major activities were 
begun in the year 1902 — the pub- 
lication of Our Fourfooted Friends and 
the inception of the Annual Fair. 

In April the first issue of Our Four- 
footed Friends was published and a 
list of 1,200 subscribers was secured. 
Emphasis was put upon humane 
work and public reception of the 
new publication was most encourag- 
ing. Circulation steadily increased 
through the years to 10,000. Sub- 
scriptions came from _ practically 
every state and also the British Isles 
and copies were sent to many schools, 
and reading rooms. 


Annual Fair 


In this same spring Mrs. E. S. 
Wood, a member of the League, sug- 
vested that a sale for its benefit be 
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held in the autumn or winter. On De- 
cember 1 a Fair was held at the Hotel 
Vendome which netted $2,863 and 
which proved to be a complete suc- 
cess both as a source of revenue and 
of good will. Carried on through the 
years with the support of many loyal 
workers, particularly Misses Eliz- 
abeth W. and Helen L. Storer, work 
has been afforded to needy women 


skilled in needlecraft and all sorts of 


articles of apparel and household 
supplies made ready for sale. This 
event has been held every year. It 
provides an annual social occasion 
where friends may meet to discuss the 
work of the organization, while the 
total net profit to the League to date 
from this laudable project has been 
over $290,000, a considerable por- 
tion of which has been made possible 


through the untiring and unselfish 
efforts of the Misses Storer. 


First Bequest 

Among other items of interest for 
1902 was the first bequest — $500 
from the estate of Mrs. M. A. H. 
Curtis of South Boston — the corner- 
stone of the League’s endowment 
fund. An anonymous gift of $2,000 
was also received. 


Missionary Work 

Mrs. Smith spoke at Newport, 
R. I. and subsequently the Newport 
Animal Refuge was established. She 
was also appointed the League’s first 
delegate to an American Humane 
Association annual convention. 

This was only the beginning of 
how far-reaching her influence was 
to be. 
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THE LEAGUE MOVES TO 
49-51 CARVER STREET 


crisis confronted the League in 

June of 1993. The erection of a 
large apartment house completely 
overshadowed 68 Carver Street and 
blocked some of its windows. Tem- 
porary quarters, with adequate yard 
space for dogs for the first time, was 
secured at 4 Fayette Street. An ap- 
peal for $25,000 for a permanent 
home was successfully made and 49— 
51 Carver Street was acquired. The 
League secured what was practically 
an enclosed square and proceeded to 
commit itself to heavy expenses for 
remodeling and repairs, and as Mrs. 
Smith stated in the ensuing annual 
report: ‘““The object sought for is at- 
tained and the Rescue League is a 


Ariimal Rescue Leagu 
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home, not an institution; a place 
where a rescue work and an educa- 
tional work can be carried on side 
by side.” 

Of genuine historical interest is an 
account given by Mr. Smith, written 
in 1923, in which he says: ‘“The lo- 
cality now occupied by the League 
has many features of social and his- 
torical interest. The building at 47 
Carver Street, which was razed on 
account of the Stuart Street Exten- 
sion, was formerly occupied by the 
Marshall family. At 49 Carver Street, 
now included in the reconstructed 
administrative offices, the late Gen- 
eral Blackmar lived as a boy. The 
old building now used as kennels 
was 80 years ago used as a public 


49-51 Carver Street 


school. In the building at 5 Newbern 
Place lived for some years a well- 
known Presbyterian minister, the 
Rev. Mr. Blakie, whose son William 
wrote a book, very popular in its day, 
on ‘How To Be Strong.’ Nearby on 
Carver Street, Nathaniel Hawthorne 
and his family lived for a time and 
there his son, Julian, was born June 
22, 1846. On the opposite side of the 
street is the traditional birthplace of 
Edgar Allen Poe. The buildings on 
Carver Street, now reconstructed and 
still maintained in their essential fea- 
tures, are at least one hundred- 
twenty-five years old and have many 
features of construction and interior 
finish of great interest to archi- 
tects.=. 
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First Kindness Club 


The Alice N. Lincoln Medal 
for Kindness 


Another permanent activity was 
begun in 1903 when Mrs. Alice N. 
Lincoln contributed $100 as a prize 
fund, the annual interest from which 
was to be used to provide a silver 
medal for an outstanding example of 
child kindness to animals. Both be- 
cause of the principle involved and 
achieved through the 
years, we record the statement of 
Mrs. Lincoln made at the 1903 An- 


nual Meeting when she said: ‘The 


the results 


humane treatment of the smaller an- 
imals is the best sort of moral educa- 
tion for the young. Children need to 
be trained to treat animals with con- 
sideration and it seems to me that we 
should inaugurate a system of re- 
wards not in payment for good deeds, 
but in recognition of their value by 


encouraging others to do likewise.” 


i? 


General Activities 


Meanwhile Mrs. Smith had given 
two notable lectures. One was at The 
American Humane Association Con- 
vention in Cincinnati, Ohio, where 
an Animal Home was subsequently 
started, and the other in Manches- 
ter, N. H., which later resulted in a 
local league being formed there. The 
first large bequest — $5,000 from the 
estate of Robert C. Billings — came 
in, and the celebrated actress Minnie 
Maddern Fiske became a member 
and gave a new one-act play “‘Dolce”’ 
for the benefit of the League which 
netted $950. 


Fifth Year Statistics Impressive 


For 1904, the fifth year of activi- 
ties, the statistics are very impressive. 
Animals cared for totaled 15,831 and 
1,359 were placed in homes. A mem- 
bership of 2,859 had been reached 
and expenses came to $13,422 against 


THE KINDNESS CLUB 

In 1903 another activity concerning 
children was launched when the 
“Kindness Club,” consisting of a 
dozen neighborhood boys, was formed. 
The members kept records of kind 
deeds toward animals, held meetings, 
and read reports. Not to be outdone, 
the girls of the neighborhood immedi- 
ately claimed women’s rights and 
shortly afterwards provision was made 
for them to join the Club. 


an income from all sources of $22,979, 
which included donations of $6,240. 
Visitors now numbered from 70 to 
100 daily. In this year the League be- 
came a member of The American 
Humane Association and in 1906 
Mrs. Smith was elected a member of 
its Board of Directors. 


Horses Helped 


Activities concerning horses now 
took on increased importance. 
Twenty wretched creatures were 
rescued at auctions by Dr. Frank 
Sullivan, the organization’s first vet- 
erinarian, and two stalls were taken 
at Red Acre Farm for Horses in Ac- 
ton to be kept under the League’s 
care. Mr. H. C. Merwin, prominently 
identified with the Boston Work Horse 
Relief Association, was made a mem- 
ber of the Board. Alsoa legislative peti- 
tion to provide for humane handling 
of unfit animals was successfully 
presented to the Legislature. 
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ITHOUT adequate membership sup- 
port, the League may be forced to 
curtail rather than expand its work. 


It cannot be emphasized too strongly that 
a larger and more representative mem- 
bership is essential to the progress and ex- 


pansion of our great civic work. 
@ 


It is cause for gravest reflection to realize 
that income from invested and trust funds 
sustains our work for about seven months 
of the year; income from collection service, 
branches, Clinic, quarantines and Annual 
Fair carries us for another four months; 
but— 


MEMBERSHIPS ALONE WOULD 
ONLY SUFFICE TO SUPPORT 
THE LEAGUE FOR ABOUT 
EIGHT DAYS A YEAR! 


WON'T YOU 


JOIN AND HELP US TO 
HELP THOSE WHO CAN.- 
NOT HELP THEMSELVES 
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SERVICE in a modern and sanitary Shelter, which houses all 
small-animal activities, except the clinic, is offered for the 
welfare of the thousands of animals that pass through its 
doors each year. Open twenty-four hours every day to 
receive animals. Response is made to emergencies of any 
nature, regardless of the day or hour. Eight motor ambu- 


lances and twelve agents are employed to collect animals. 


75,000 


ANIMALS 


Called For 
Each Year 
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SERVICE for lost, sick, injured and unwanted dogs is main- 
tained. Hundreds are returned to owners or placed in new 
homes. Cases involving dogs that have bitten a person or 
another animal are carefully investigated. Our Quarantine 
Department has been so efficient that Boston has been free 


from rabies for six consecutive years. 


30,000 


DOGS 


Cared For 
Each Year 


OUR FOURFOOTED FRIENDS 


Your Investment Will Help Jo Continue These Sowices 


SERVICE for the many unwanted cats and kittens is a con- 
stant demand made upon us, including their rescue from 
precarious perches, high trees, sewers, between walls, etc. 
Because of their individual characteristics, cats require es- 
pecially trained agents and equipment. We are so pre- 
pared. Our new cat pullmans (see photograph below) insure 


safe and humane handling of those brought to our Shelter. 


70,000 


CATS 


Cared For 
Each Year 
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SERVICE for horses and livestock, including cattle, sheep and 
swine, is a daily duty of our two investigators. Livestock 
markets, railroad yards, auctions, processing plants, riding 
academies, horses on streets, pedlars’ horses, horse races 
and shows receive constant attention. Protecting these crea- 
tures from abuse, neglect and gross cruelty keeps our in- 


spectors on the alert from early morning to late at night. 


200,000 


LARGE ANIMALS 


inspected 
Each Year 
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Education and Social Service 


SERVICE through our humane education and social service 
departments is an important function. Children are taught to 
be kind, considerate and helpful to all animals and birds 
through the medium of motion pictures, marionette plays 
and by direct contact in the home by our Social Service 
Director. A weekly radio broadcast keeps the public ani- 
mal-conscious and enlightened as to its responsibility 


toward all animals that serve mankind. 


Free Clinic 


SERVICE for the sick, ailing pet is maintained in our free 
animal clinic. Skillful and conscientious registered veter- 
inarians can be relied upon for the best in animal therapy. 
This service includes x-ray, fluoroscope, careful diagnosis 
and treatment for approximately 13,000 animals each 
year. We do NOT hospitalize. 


Pet Placement Bureau 


SERVICE in placing lost dogs and cats, not claimed by own- 
ers, in new homes is maintained at our shelter. A careful 
check-up system insures that every animal placed is receiv- 


ing proper care and treatment. 


Lost and Found Department 


SERVICE in the restoration of a lost animal to its owner is 
one of the most pleasant phases of our work. The details of 
this department consume practically the full time of one 
employee, to say nothing of the staff that must be main- 
tained to feed, water and give general care to the stray 


animals in our custody. 


a Because the Animal Rescue League of Boston is a basic 
community asset for the welfare of all animals. 


a Because the Animal Rescue League of Boston maintains a 
high level of protection for all animals. 


a Because the Animal Rescue League of Boston is the most 
efficient and economical way of: 
a) Maintaining a public pound. 
b) Caring for the needs of animals through a planned 
program. 


a Because the Animal Rescue League of Boston is instilling 
in the minds and hearts of young people consideration 
for all living creatures. 


a Because the Animal Rescue League of Boston maintains 
the widest variety of services for the animal kingdom. 


Interest On Your Investment 


A Satisfaction in helping those creatures who cannot help 
themselves. 


a Sharing in a movement that contributes to public health 
and safety. 


a Helping to maintain a service organization that stands 
ready to aid all lesser creatures. 


WON’T YOU JOIN AND HELP US? 


A Membership in the Animal Rescue League of Boston 
is a Good Investment in Civic Betterment 


Life es Been as asen octiekote a asoee eeeere $100 in one payment 
Supporting 5.1% «e102 etee s0sc aekecete ee .$25 annually 
Contributing s os <..0se »)012 90 210 ear $10 annually 
ACtIVG oo/acshe aecaYeve sin ot aieiern' 05 oon $5 annually 
ASSOCIONC «eines © secs wis o's se. 5jh ole) nie geet ee $1 annually 
TUMON cred c ccc cle ale ne axe om noe 25¢ annually 


MEMBERSHIP DUES MAY BE DEDUCTED FROM INCOME TAXES 
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Humane Educational Work 


The League continued to expand 
its humane educational work in sev- 
eral ways. Two special leaflets, one 
on cruelty and abandonment and the 
other on the general work of the so- 
ciety, were prepared and 5,000 of 
each sent out to all Greater Boston 
clergymen with a request for annual 
sermons. Also, a thousand League re- 
ports were distributed at the St. 
Louis Exposition. 


Branch Work Started 
The staff of the League in 1905 


comprised six men, four women and 
two boys and, in this year, the first 
branch came into being. This was a 
receiving station at the Elizabeth 
Peabody Community House in Bos- 
ton’s West End. In its first year 1,244 
animals were cared for and there was 
a marked improvement in neighbor- 
hood conditions. 

Discussing the animal work in gen- 
eral for this year, Mrs. Smith pointed 
out that the society was now saving 
one animal in every thirteen received. 
Animals were well kept for weeks if 
there was any chance to save them 
and the least likely disposed of only 
as overcrowding threatened. 


Our Fourfooted Friends 


The distribution of Our Fourfooted 
Friends reached 30,000 for the year 
and the magazine became self-sup- 
porting in 1906. The quality of the 
publication and its effectiveness is 
well attested by The Animal’s Friend 
of London which said editorially: 
‘We like this best of all animal pa- 
pers we see. It always contains good 
reading and our readers will have 
noticed that we often appropriate 
pieces. There are many more we 
would like to quote if we had space.” 


Food Animals 


In the 1906 Annual Report Mrs. 
Smith expressed solicitude regarding 
the transportation and slaughter of 
livestock ——a first extensive com- 


for March, 1949 


ment on a subject that later led to the 
establishment of the Eastern States 
(now New England) Livestock Loss 
Prevention Association. 


Second Branch 


Also noteworthy in this year was 
the setting up of the second branch 
receiving station at the North Bennet 
Street Industrial School to serve Bos- 
ton’s North End. 


An Appeal for Funds 


In this same report, Mrs. Smith 
says: ‘““The influence of the Animal 
Rescue League of Boston has been 
felt in all parts of this country. 


The name ‘Animal Rescue League’, 
which originated with us, has been 
adopted by‘six or more organizations. 
Should it not be the ambition of Bos- 
tonians to support this society gen- 
erously enough to enable us to make 
it a model work? It would seem as if 
we ought to receive such generous 
donations that we might be able to 
pay the debt now resting upon us and 
secure, before land near the city is 
any higher, the country annex we 
have been pleading for since we 
started, where our overflow of dogs, 
Home of Rest for Horses, a boarding 
place for animals, and possibly a 
crematory and burial place for small 
animals, could all be combined.” 


Pine Ridge Home of Rest for Horses 


This desire became a reality in 
1907 when, on April 22, the League 
voted to buy the Chamberlain Farm 
in Dedham for $6,000. The 14-acre 
farm (now 23 acres) was completely 
fenced, the barn fitted up com- 
modiously with twelve box and nine 
straight stalls, two paddocks laid out, 
three model kennels with long dog 


runs constructed, a place for cats 


prepared and a veranda added to the 
farm house. 

The new country annex was chris- 
tened Pine Ridge Home of Rest for 
Horses, and in August it was opened 
for service. In order to get the kind 
of horses it was aimed to help, no 
set price was established for board 
and the League relied upon what 
owners could pay and upon dona- 
tions. 


The Barn At Pine Ridge 


hy 


CEMETERY FOR SMALL ANIMALS 


Almost immediately one secluded section of the estate was set aside and designated as Pine Ridge Cemetery for Small 
Animals — the second in the United States — and the first ten burials took place. Mrs. Smith was deeply concerned with 
the cemetery project and went to considerable length in her reports through the years to discuss its attributes and justify 


its existence. 


Model Boarding Stable 


Undertaken in 1907 was the proj- 
ect of a Model Boarding Stable in 
which the League sought to set up 
proper standards with respect to food, 
water, stalls, cleanliness, fire protec- 
tion, management and caliber of em- 
ployees. ‘The League was also instru- 
mental in getting a law through the 
Legislature forbidding the sale of old 
and disabled horses by auction. 


National Humane Convention Held 
in Boston 


A special feature of the year 1907 
was the holding of the annual Con- 
vention of The American Humane 
Association in Boston for the first 
time. The invitation had been ex- 
tended by Mrs. Smith and the three- 
day meeting was held at Rev. Fran- 
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Commonwealth 
Avenue parish house, Dr. Rowley 
being a director of the League. 


cis H. Rowley’s 


Collection Service 


In 1908 the League began its pub- 
lic service of taking up unlicensed 
dogs from the streets. It has carried 
on this work ever since. Disagreeable 
and even dangerous at times the 
League nevertheless asked for the 
work and was commended by the 
police. In the first year 5,242 dogs 
were taken and 160 lost animals re- 
stored to their owners. Mayor Hib- 
bard appointed three of the society’s 
agents as City Constables at $1,000 
per annum each to supervise dog 
catching, and it was voted by the 
board of directors to take over the 
entire city work starting with the 
following year. 


Other Activities 


Pine Ridge continued to thrive 
and a Visitors Day was established as 
an annual event. Mr. and Mrs. Smith 
were granted the privilege of build- 
ing a bungalow on the property for 
their own summer occupancy. Mr. 
Smith himself became active mana- 
ger of the organization on April 1 
and served devotedly in this capacity 
until his health compelled his retire- 
Ment Iie hows 

It was in this year of 1908 that the 
disastrous Chelsea fire occurred and 
three of the League’s agents worked 
for several days afterwards rescuing 
animal victims. Also in this year free 
horse-watering stations were set up 
at the North and South Railroad 
Terminals. 


OUR FOURFOOTED FRIENDS 


END OF THE FIRST DECADE 


At the end of the first ten years of 
operations the League was using five 
houses and a stable in the city; and a 
house, stable and kennels at Pine 
Ridge. Property was carried at 
$50,000, of which $20,000 remained 
to be paid off. From three employees 
in the first year the staff had grown 
to thirteen, not including a dozen 
men at the Model Stable. The total 
membership stood at 2,952. During 
the year 1908, 20,100 animals had 
been cared for with a grand total to 
date of 128,412, of which over 8,000 
had been placed in good homes. 
Among the 20,000 dogs handled in 
ten years only two cases of rabies and 
Six Suspicious Cases were encountered, 
clear proof that ‘“‘mad dog”’ scares 
and alleged epidemics which had 
started up on several occasions were 
false and that the League’s assurances 
and public education at these times 
had been sound and important. The 
tremendous pleasure given to thou- 
sands by satisfactory pet placements 
and the good will accruing to the so- 
ciety are manifest in the many testi- 
monials recorded from happy owners. 

In closing this section of our history 
it should be pointed out that hun- 
dreds of incidents and stories have 
been necessarily passed over, and it 
has been impossible to record the 
name of all individuals who made 
contributions to our development, al- 
though a list of all officers and direc- 
tors with their tenure of office will be 
separately given in the December 
1949 issue of Our Fourfooted Friends. 


TO BE CONTINUED 


IN THE 
JUNE ISSUE OF 


OUR FOURFOOTED FRIENDS 


et ee 
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A SUMMARY OF 
THE LEAGUE'S 
ACHIEVEMENTS, 

ORGANIZATION and OBJECTIVES 


In anticipation of the three installments of the 
HISTORY OF THE LEAGUE to follow in subsequent 
issues Of Our Fourfooted Friends, we believe 
our readers will be interested in perusing the 
following up-to-date summary of our work. 


The Past 


The grand total of animals humanely cared for in one way or another 
in the fifty years ending January 31, 1949 is over 3,150,000! To this 
should be added over 1,500,000 food animals surveyed by the Depart- 
ment of Investigation and Inspection upon their arrival in Boston and 
vicinity. 

Animals placed in homes totaled some 59,000, of which 64% were 
dogs and 36% cats. Estimating four persons to a family, we have thus 
provided family pets for a total population of 236,000. Animals restored 
to owners have exceeded 19,600 — a further important family service. 
Approximately 10,000 animals — 97% of them dogs — have been 
quarantined by the Quarantine Department since 1942 when that divi- 
sion was set up. The horse rescue work, still going on and of such im- 
portance in the early years, has accounted for over 20,000 animals in 
all. Finally, the Free Clinic has treated over 456,000 animals and also 
given telephone or written advice in some 225,000 other cases! 


The Present 


The League is now serving 86 eastern Massachusetts communities 
with a total population as of July 1948 of over 2,320,000. Besides Greater 
Boston, North and South Shore collection routes are in operation and all 
Cape Cod is covered. Our work as presently constituted may best be 
understood by the following itemization on page 20. 
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SMALL 
ANIMAL 
WORK 


LS) 


me 


1. Collection of stray, sick, injured 
and unwanted dogs and cats 

2. Official dog 
Suffolk County 


pound service for 


Care of lost or injured birds and miscellaneous 
small animals 


Humane disposal of animals 
Pet placement 
Restoring lost animals 


Feeding of birds and wild fowl in and around 
Boston 


- Animal Social Service and Dog Obedience 


Training 


Pine Ridge Cemetery for Small Animals 


10. Free Out-patient Clinic 


INSPECTION is 


INVESTIGATION 


Livestock, abattoirs and 
poultry establishments 


AND 


2. Rodeos, circuses and 
trained animal acts 


Pet shows, Easter chicks and ducklings 
Cat and dog shows 

Dog and horse racing 

Complaints from all sources 


Arrests and prosecutions 


WORK 1. Horse rescue work 
FOR 2. Christmas Dinner 
HORSES 3. Pine Ridge Home of Rest for Horses 


6. 
7. 


academies, 
sales stables and places where horses are for hire 


4. Supervision of riding 


Blue Band Horseback Riders Association 
Horse shows and horse racing 


Street, highway and market patrol 


EDUCATIONAL li 
AND - 
FIELD WORK 


Amrita Island Sum- 
mer School 


iO 


Marionette shows 


3. Children’s pet shows 
4. ““Our Fourfooted Friends” 
5. Mrs. Smith’s leaflet stories 
6. Humane posters and literature 
7. Wildlife and humane trapping 
8. Oil pollution in coastal waters 


9. Woodtick eradication 


American Hu- 


ASSOCIATION 
COOPERATION 


ibs Uloig: 
mane Association 
and American Red 


Star Animal Relief 


2. Massachusetts Federation of Humane So- 
cieties 


3. New England Federation of Humane 
Societies 


4. New England Livestock Loss Prevention 
Association 


5. National Livestock Loss Prevention Board 


6. Various individual humane _ societies 
throughout the country 
MISCEL- 1. Animal Social Service 
LANEOUS 2. Annual Fair 
3. Legislative activities, local, state and 


Federal 


RELEASE STGP ReE: 


The League’s future prospects and objectives are our final consideration, the most important of which is 
to so conduct its affairs as to warrant the continued moral and financial support of its members and friends. 
The principal activities envisioned in the immediate future are the following: 


SMALL 1. Improved and 
ANIMALS) modernized Clinic as 
a memorial in perpet- 

ual memory of Mrs. Huntington 
Smith 

2. Installation of a crematory at 
the Albany Street Shelter 

3. Further development of mobile 
equipment and handling devices for 
the rescue and seizure of stray, home- 
less animals in distress 

4. Improved 24-hour-emergency 
service combined with first-aid treat- 


ment 
LARGE 1. Collaboration with 
ANIMALS the Massachusetts 


S. P. C. A. in revising 
or re-allocating its service to horses 
and livestock to avoid needless ex- 
pense and to conserve capital funds 

2. The New England Livestock 
Loss Prevention Association to be- 
come strictly educational in func- 


tioning to prevent livestock losses 


EDUCATION i 


Our marionette 


Expansion of 


plays as a standard and nationally 
endorsed media of Humane Educa- 
tion. (Some 3,400 plays have already 
been given to a total of over 800,000 
school children.) Also, research for 
permanent tie-in of marionette plays 
with television. Research and de- 
velopment should be toward the end 
of writing and producing short five- 
minute puppet plays, bearing directly 
on the theme of kindness to and protec- 
tion of animals 

2. Animal Social Service to be 
expanded and become a dynamic 
phase of public relations to acquaint 
civic clubs and other groups with the 


service activities of the League 
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Mii khoOGlEllES EXTEND 
ANNIVERSARY GREETINGS 


A most gratifying feature of our Golden Anniversary has been the receipt of 
a large number of felicitations from our fellow Humane Societies. We are deeply 
appreciative of these generous testimonials to our efforts through the years, 
and only regret that space limitations will not permit the publication of all the 
kind things that have been said about us. ‘The following are excerpts from the 
many tributes received: 


The American Humane Association 


It could well be the ambition of every animal protective organization to enjoy and deserve 
the high place the Animal Rescue League of Boston holds in the minds of kindred groups and 
individuals from all over the country. It has no peer in the whole realm of humane endeavor. 

Mrs. Huntington Smith, founder of the League, although specializing in small-animal 
protection never lost momentum in her crusade against ill-treatment of horses and livestock. 
She was a pioneer in Humane Education with full appreciation of its character-building pos- 
sibilities in the child. Mrs. Smith was the rock upon which the Animal Rescue League of 
Boston was built. To her, and to her splendid and sturdy associates through the years — 
a number of them still members of the Board of Directors — who have given generously of 
their moral and financial support must be accorded the credit for the League of today. 

Rosert F. SEviAR, President 


The American S. P. C. A. 


Mrs. Huntington Smith recognized fully the importance of erecting shelters for the care 
of small animals at a time when only a limited number of animal protective societies had such 
facilities. Her enthusiasm and wise counsel did much to encourage the building of animal 
shelters and the contracting with counties and cities for handling the small-animal problem. 
Her great courage and her marked ability as a writer soon made her a world figure in animal 
welfare work. 

The Animal Rescue League has continued the same high standards since her death and has 
pioneered in many phases of work that have been of great significance. We wish to con- 
gratulate it on its 50th Anniversary, confident that it will continue to hold a prominent place 
in its chosen field. 

Stoney H. CoLeMan, Executive Vice-President 


The Massachusetts S. P. C. A. 


I am pleased to have this opportunity to send the Animal Rescue League of Boston our 
heartiest congratulations on its fiftieth anniversary. The Trustees, Directors and members of 
our Society join wholeheartedly in extending this wish to the League’s members and staff 
who for so many years have nobly served the cause of animal protection in Boston. 

It would be difficult indeed to measure the beneficence wrought directly and indirectly by 
Mrs. Huntington Smith. The weak and the helpless, the suffering and the oppressed of all the 
creatures of God had in her a most generous friend and valiant defender. 

The work which she established in Boston fifty years ago has been of wide influence. It has 
provided a tenderer regard for animals; it has advanced the cause of the brotherhood of man; 
best of all, it has sown the seed of human kindness in the hearts of thousands of little children 
whose influence will be felt and whose example will be followed in the years to come. 

Eric H. Hansen, President 


The Pennsylvania S. P. C. A. 


It is a pleasure to congratulate the Animal Rescue League on its 50th Anniversary. The 
inspiration and ideals of Mrs. Anna Harris Smith have borne fruit in an organization which 
is and has been for many years a leader in the humane field in the country, ever progressive 
and efficient in service. The League has been an incentive to the progress of the humane 
movement among the older organizations and an inspiration to the younger ones. We have 
often been inspired and helped by the League’s outstanding work, particularly in the fields 
of humane education, livestock loss prevention, and clinical service. 

WiiuraM T. Puiiiips, Operative Manager 


PA 


The San Francisco S. P. C. A. 


The 50th Anniversary of the Animal Rescue League of Boston 
is a most noteworthy occasion, not only for the feeling of pride 
which it must arouse in the hearts of the animal-loving citizens of 
Boston, but from the standpoint of those other humane societies 
the country over, which have watched the progress of the League 
through the years with admiration. 

It is, therefore, with extreme satisfaction and a fellow-feeling for 
the great accomplishments of the Animal Rescue League of Boston 
that I extend the warm and heartfelt congratulations of The San 
Francisco Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals during 
this celebration of a half-century of great achievement in the field 
of humane endeavor. 

CuHar es W., Friepricus, Secretary-M anager 


The Anti-Cruelty Society, Chicago 


A picture of Mrs. Huntington Smith continues to stand on my 
desk. I have often stated that whatever value I may be in humane 
work has been made possible in a major degree by the years of 
close association and work with Mrs. Smith while I was with the 
Animal Rescue League of Boston. She was one of the most broad- 
minded and farseeing individuals ever identified with this humani- 
tarian field of endeavor. 

I offer my congratulations to the Animal Rescue League on its 
50th Anniversary, and hope and trust it will always fill the spot in 
the humane field for which Mrs. Smith, its originator and founder, 
labored so tirelessly and efficiently. 

Dr. W. A. Younc, Managing Director 


The Humane Society of the City of Columbus 


The development of progressive ideas, put into effect by practical 
application, has resulted in forward steps toward the accomplish- 
ment of the prevention of cruelty by the Animal Rescue League of 
Boston. Throughout recent years the humane organizations of the 
country have looked to the Animal Rescue League of Boston for 
helpful guidance and at all times they have received valuable 
assistance in their endeavor to emulate the League in their respec- 
tive communities. 

Tom Justice, General Manager 


Louisiana S: P. C. A. 


Our society feels greatly indebted to the Animal Rescue League 
of Boston for its leadership and inspiration during the many years 
of its service to the humane cause. Its personnel and accomplish- 
ments have been ‘“‘a monument of strength”’ to other groups who 
have come under their influence. Congratulations. 

Marie Rosato, Secretary 


Wisconsin Humane Society 


Congratulations to the Animal Rescue League of Boston on its 
observance of its 50th Anniversary. It has been the pleasure of the 
Wisconsin Humane Society to work with Mr. Robert Sellar for 
many years while he was president of the League and in the past 
three years with Walter Dethloff, who has so ably continued the 
progress of this fine organization. Both Mr. Sellar and Mr. Dethloff 
have been very cooperative on various occasions in helping us put 
into effect humane activities which were of a similar nature to 
those carried on by the League. 

GustavE P. Urxe, Executive Vice-President 


Western Pennsylvania Humane Society 


The Animal Rescue League of Boston is fittingly epitomized as 
one of the brightest torches of humanity. It has been well said that 
kindness and greatness go hand in hand, and that civilization can- 
not be measured by material wealth or power, but more simply by a 
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change in the heart of man. To me, the Animal Rescue League of 
Boston 1s the visible evidence of a heart throb supported and fos- 
tered by a multitude of available assets. In the bigger sense, it is 
Mrs. Huntington Smith living on and on in a noble experiment. 
Among the League’s contributions to the cause of humanity we 
observe the choicest of literature in variety and excellence. Its 
projects in education, especially its marionettes, have commanded 
the top interest, not only in the schools of Boston, but of interested 
workers throughout the country. This celebration of the Fiftieth 
Anniversary represents but the years of one lifetime of service, yet 
gives to me the feeling that the fruit of its accomplishment could 

represent a century of progress. 
Dr. W. F. H. WENTZEL, Secretary 


King County Humane Society for the Defenseless 
Seattle, Washington 


We, here in the far Northwestern part of the United States, wish 
to add our sincere thanks for the great service rendered the citizens 
of Boston and the State of Massachusetts by the League during the 
past fifty years. Aindness is a commodity of the League. Congratula- 
tions on a job well done, and may God’s blessings surround every 
activity of the future. 

R. W. Hinea, Manager 


Kalamazoo County Humane Society 


I extend hearty congratulations to the Animal Rescue League on 
their splendid work done in the City of Boston during 50 years of 
public service towards our fourfooted friends. I particularly want to 
pay tribute to their new worthy President, Walter Dethloff, and his 
many fine associates in that organization. 

Mrs. Kelley and I, in 1947, had the pleasure of visiting the Ani- 
mal Rescue League quarters and it was indeed a pleasure to see 
their well-established organization at work. Everybody, it seemed, 
was so vitally interested in the activities of this organization and I 
wish them many more years of continued success in their great field 
of endeavor, 

W. G. Keiey, Chairman of the Board 


Connecticut Humane Society 


For many years the Connecticut Humane Society has had a 
pleasant, close, and efficient association with the Animal Rescue 
League of Boston. We have worked co-operatively on many proj- 
ects for the benefit of our mutual cause. Our Society has always 
admired the skill and tact with which the League performs its 
duties, the diversity of its program and its vision of things to do. 

Our Board of Directors and Staff congratulate and commend the 
Animal Rescue League of Boston on its Fiftieth Anniversary. Its 
accomplishments have been great. It has a greater future. 

J. Setu Jones, General Manager 


The Lowell Humane Society 


It is a pleasure to express hearty congratulations to the Animal 
Rescue League of Boston on the observance of its Fiftieth Anniver- 
sary March 13, 1949. The protection and help which you have 
given to animals, including wild-life, over the past half century 
has contributed much toward the growth and progress of the 
humane cause. At various times during the years your cooperation 
with The Lowell Humane Society has been most helpful. 

Mrs. Exxa P. Hir1, Secretary, Board of Directors 


Animal Rescue League of New Bedford 


It is a privilege and a pleasure to extend to the Boston Animal 
Rescue League on its fiftieth anniversary the congratulations and 
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best wishes of the Animal Rescue League of New Bedford. Its long 
years of service to dumb animals and to the people of Greater Boston 
are a notable achievement and the League’s influence and ex- 
ample have been felt far beyond the limits of the territory it serves. 
We here in New Bedford have turned many times to its officers for 
help and advice and always have received their wholehearted 
cooperation and wise counsel. 

Miss LoutseE Concpon, Secretary. 


Worcester Animal Rescue League 


In 1912 a committee was appointed in Worcester, to arrange for 
the starting of a Humane Society. They wrote to Mrs. Anna Harris 
Smith, President of the Animal Rescue League of Boston, asking 
her if she would come to Worcester and give the Committee the 
assistance they needed in forming a society. Mrs. Smith made 
several visits during the year and as a result the Worcester Animal 
Rescue League was started. Our League is indeed indebted to 
Mrs. Anna Harris Smith for her untiring efforts to help us over the 
first difficult years of our existence. 

To the Animal Rescue League of Boston may we extend our 
heartfelt congratulations on their golden anniversary and may they 
continue their good work in the years to come by protecting and 
caring for those animals who cannot speak for themselves. 

HERBERT W. Cooper, Superintendent 
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CAN CHEW! 


In other words—make MILK-BONE dog biscuit part of 
his darly diet! This double-purpose food is hard and 
crunchy ... provides the chewing exer- 
cise that helps keep teeth and gums in 
good shape. MILK-BONE biscuitis nutri- 
tious...and because so much food value 
is concentrated in each bone-shaped 
biscuit, it’s economical to feed! Order 
Milk-Bone biscuit today! 

MILK-BONE biscuit contains nutrients 

your dog needs: Vitamins A, B1, B2, 

D and E... Meat Meal... Fish Liver 


Oil . . . Whole Wheat Flour . . . Min- 
erals ... Milk. 


BAKED BY NATIONAL BISCUIT COMPANY 


100 WEST MONROE STREET 
mC AGCOLSILLINOIS 
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Concord, New Hampshire 
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Oldest Veterinary Hospital in Boston 


ANIMALS OF ALL KINDS TREATED 
IN HOMES AS WELL AS HOSPITAL 


Plucking + Clipping + Bathing 


50 VILLAGE STREET 
BOSTON 18 
Telephone: HAncock 6-7760 


Hl. M. SANDERS CO. 


Serving New England For Over 50 Years 
& 


27 STUART STREET 
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Compliments of State Street Trust Company 


U-DRYVIT — 


WwW 
AUTO RENTAL CO. A New England Institution 
for every 
INC. Banking and Trust Service 
offers to those interested 
Whose truck and autolease a cordial invitation 


plans have helped reduce costs to discuss its facilities 
and increase efficiency for hun- 


v 
dreds of New England firms. 


* MAIN OFFICE: 

Corner State and Congress Streets 
UNION TRUST OFFICE: 24 Federal Street 
*COPLEY SQUARE OFFICE: 581 Boylston Street 
* MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE OFFICE: 


Corner Massachusetts Avenue and Boylston Street 
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LICENSEE * Night Depository Facilities Available 


120 POTTER STREET y CAMBRIDGE Member Federal Reserve System 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 


Meal and Pellets 


Is one of the most efficient and economical types of food to feed 
your Dog. It contains high fat, all the known needed vitamins 
and minerals and Folic Acid Supplement in the free form which 
helps assure your dog in getting at least the necessary quota of 
folic acid for a real healthy dog. | 


Write us for free book “Feeding your Dog,” chart showing your 


dog’s vitamin requirements and what Wirthmore supplies. 


For Sale by Wirthmore Grain Dealers throughout New England 


CHAS. M. COX CO. Established 1886 Peete CHET ra 


Manufacturers of Wirthmore Feeds Since 1903 | 


for March, 1949 2 


Compliments of . . . 


WHEELER 
CLEAN TOWEL 
COMPANY 


Local and Suburban i 


531 Albany Street 
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ol CARVER STREET, Boston 16, MASSACHUSETTS 
Telephone: HANCOCK 6-9170 


A Wholly Independent Organization Founded in 1899 by Mrs. Huntington Smith 


President: Walter J. Dethloff First Vice-President: Roger Ernst 
Secretary: James Jackson, Jr. Treasurer: Robert Baldwin 
Asst. Secretary: Miss Mary E. Boutelle Asst. Treasurer: H. Clifford Boshan 


Vice-Presidents: Hon. Percival P. Baxter, Mrs. Leverett Bradley, Adm. Richard E. Byrd, John M. B. Churchill, 
Mrs. William Endicott, 2d, Mrs. Charles Ewing, Miss Anita Harris, Dr. J. Walter Schirmer, Mrs. Daniel Staniford, 
Mrs. Ezra R. Thayer. 


Directors: Robert Baldwin, Miss Harriet G. Bird, H. Clifford Boshan, Mrs. J. M. B. Churchill, Sr., Mrs. Rockwell 
Coffin, Mrs. Howard A. Crossman, Walter J. Dethloff, Roger Ernst, John Grew, Mrs. Frederick O. Houghton, 
Constantine Hutchins, James Jackson, Jr., Miss Helen Leighton, Stuart C. Rand, Miss Eleanor Sohier, Miss Eliza- 
beth W. Storer, Miss Helen L. Storer, Mrs. Thomas W. Storrow, Mrs. Geoffrey G. Whitney. 


50th Anniversary Honorary (CGsrritice 


Hon. Paut A. Dever 
Hon. James M. Currey 
Hon. Leverett SALTONSTALL 
Hon. Henry Casor LopGe 
Hon. Percivat P. Baxter 
Mrs. Auice Dixon Bonp 
Victor A. Frrenp 

Dennis C. Harry 

C. Lawrence Mtncu 

Dr. Francis H. Row.ey 
Ropert F, Serxar 


A Free Clinic for Animals is maintained at headquarters. Dr. Malcolm Carsley, Veterinarian-in-Charge. 
Clinic Hours: Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, 9 a.m. to 12 noon. During July and 
August the Clinic will not be open on Saturday. 


Pine Ridge Cemetery for Small Animals and Pine Ridge Home of Rest for Horses are maintained at 246 Pine Street, 
Dedham, on a farm of twenty-one acres. Arrangements for burials, including cremations, may be made at 
51 Carver Street. 


Eight Motor Ambulances and Twelve Agents are busy every day collecting animals, averaging in number 
75,000 every year. A 24-hour Emergency Service is maintained. 


BRANCH RECEIVING STATIONS 


RT OSTIOILCE es oy ciety oa ons bes wr 366 Albany Street 

US 246 Pine Street Cape Cod 

EROS OU" nie ae ay sts hl eS Police Station No. 7 

LRN ES eee eee 109 Northampton Street Bacthanoeen ee Walter F. Nickerson, Samoset Road 
PIT ar ida l58 Bakar oh > 4 Neptune Street Vas 

RGPEUROE DULY cc = hs Fire ee net Police Station No. 17 North Harwich...... Hilliard Hopkins, Depot Street 


Donations, Membership Fees and Bequests provide the main support of the League. Become a member, send a dona- 
tion or make provision for us in your will, and help insure our continued protection of stray, unwanted, sick and injured 
animals. Of every paid-up League membership of $1.00 or more, SO cents is for a year’s subscription to ‘‘Our Fourfooted 
Friends.” 
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